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environment and the taxpayer. This initiative
makes Government work better and cost less.

NOTE: This statement was part of a White House
press release announcing the signing of Executive
Order 12902.

Nomination for the Board of
Directors of the Corporation for
Public Broadcasting
March 8, 1994

The President today announced his intent
to nominate Alan Sagner to the Board of Di-
rectors for the Corporation for Public Broad-
casting.

‘‘Alan Sagner is a motivated individual
whose talents and creativity will be a great
asset to the Corporation for Public Broad-
casting,’’ the President said. ‘‘I look forward
to his appointment.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks on the Earned-Income Tax
Credit and an Exchange With
Reporters
March 9, 1994

The President. Thank you very much, Mr.
Vice President, other members of the admin-
istration.

The earned-income tax credit is an impor-
tant symbol of the core commitment of this
administration to promote the values of work
and family and community and to help peo-
ple who work hard and play by the rules.
It’s been the driving force of everything we
have tried to do since we took office, from
bringing the deficit down to working to help
create over 2 million jobs, health care reform
to welfare reform, all the other things we are
doing.

This earned-income tax credit can help to
improve the lives of working people all across
the country by lifting them above the poverty
line. You all know that millions and millions
of working people now have had stagnant
wages for virtually two decades, that more
and more people work hard and their wages
don’t keep up with inflation. The principle
behind what we are doing with the earned-

income tax credit is simple: If you work for
a living, you shouldn’t be in poverty.

This year across our Nation, 14 million
Americans will claim the credit when they
file their 1993 tax returns. So we know that
will help a lot of people in need. But we
think there are some more things we can do.
The vast majority of the millions of Ameri-
cans who qualify receive their money in a
lump-sum payment, like a refund, after they
file their taxes. But many of them, if they
have at least one child at home, could be
receiving the benefit for the current year
right now in their regular paychecks. By sim-
ply filling out a form with only four yes-or-
no questions, the W–5 form, qualifying work-
ers could be collecting as much as 60 percent
of this benefit due them in this way spread
throughout the year. That means extra
money when they need it to pay for groceries
or clothing or just to make ends meet be-
tween paydays.

We want qualifying Americans to know
about this option. In the coming weeks we’ll
be getting the word out to employers every-
where, but today we’re starting here in our
own backyard. In the Federal Government,
believe it or not, hundreds of thousands of
workers are eligible for the earned-income
tax credit. We want eligible Government
workers to be an example of how this pro-
gram can be used.

So today I am sending a memorandum to
all Cabinet Secretaries and agency heads, in-
structing them to get that word out, to get
their personnel and payroll offices on board
so that Government employees know about
the advance payment option for this earned-
income tax credit.

It’s our responsibility to help the people
who need it and who have earned it. This
is not a handout. It’s a helping hand. That’s
an important distinction. It gives some
breathing room to people who, day-in and
day-out, have done everything they could to
take care of their families, to make their own
way, to be self-supporting taxpayers.

I’ve met with many families already who’ve
benefited from this credit, and for some, it’s
helped with the most basic needs, food,
clothing, shelter. For others, it’s helped to
bridge the way from being a semiskilled job
holder to a better life with a better training
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program and a better income. For still oth-
ers, it’s just an incentive to keep going. This
program works.

Let me say that this year, because of our
economic program which passed, as you
know, last year, beginning in 1994 we will
increase the number of people eligible for
the earned-income tax credit from 14 million
people to almost 20 million people. And in
addition to that, the size of the benefit will
begin going up rather dramatically, phased
in from this year to all future years.

But what this means as a practical—for the
next 4 or 5 years, when it goes up, what this
means as a practical matter is that a person
with a marginal income, working hard, eligi-
ble for 60 percent of this benefit every month
might literally get another $100 a month to
help feed children or clothe them or meet
basic family expenses. It is a very important
distinction. And I want to emphasize that on
the terms of getting the benefit every month,
those people will qualify for the increased
benefits, and there will be more people quali-
fying this year because that applies to 1994.
So it’s very, very important.

I’m going to sign this Executive order and
then ask Secretary Bentsen and our IRS
Commissioner, Peggy Richardson, to talk
about what they’re going to do.

[At this point, the President signed the memo-
randum. Secretary Bentsen and IRS Com-
missioner Richardson then made statements.]

The President. Let me just say one other
thing to kind of reiterate this. To give you
some idea about the numbers of people we’re
talking about in America, starting this year,
about 83 percent of the American people will
pay the same income tax rates they’ve been
paying, adjusted for inflation; about 1.2 per-
cent will pay a higher rate; and about 16.6
percent of total taxpayers in the country are
eligible for a tax reduction. Those with chil-
dren are eligible to get the monthly benefits
as well as the lump-sum payment at the end
of the year. This is basically an income tax
cut in the form of a credit. So it’s a very
significant thing, one in six American tax-
payers eligible for this benefit.

President’s Income Tax
Q. Mr. President, can you tell us what——

The President. What? What did you say?
Q. Have you paid your taxes yet?
The President. No, I haven’t filled out my

returns yet, I don’t think. I hadn’t signed my
return yet. I always get——

Q. It’s not April 15th.
The President. Not time yet. They’ll be

filed in a timely fashion. And you’ll see them,
as you always do.

Richard Nixon’s Visit to Russia
Q. Mr. President, can you tell us what you

think of Boris Yeltsin refusing to see Richard
Nixon? Did you tell Richard Nixon it was
okay with you if he met with former Vice
President Rutskoy and the other opposition
leaders?

The President. I did, yes. He told me he
wanted to do that because, as a non-Govern-
ment official, he felt that it was an appro-
priate thing for him to do, basically going
to Russia on a fact-finding mission to listen
to people who had views very different from
not only the Russian Government, from his
own and from my own. And he said he
thought he was in a different position from
me, for example, and I agreed that he was
in a different position. So he said that’s what
he intended to do. And I told him that was—
I would be interested in hearing his report
when he got back.

Q. What do you make of Boris Yeltsin re-
fusing to see Richard Nixon as a result?

The President. Well, of course, you have
to—it’s up to President Yeltsin whom he sees
and doesn’t see. I wish he would see him
because I think they’d enjoy talking to one
another. And I think Richard Nixon is basi-
cally quite sympathetic with the dilemmas
faced by Boris Yeltsin and generally quite
supportive of his administration. So I would
hope that he will see him, but I don’t think
it’s, you know, it’s not the end of the world.

Somalia
Q. Mr. President, how do you feel about

the pullout, now, of all the troops from Soma-
lia?

The President. Well, first, I want to com-
pliment our military people; they are doing
an excellent job. They’ve handled it very well.
And I think, as I have said all along, you
know, this was originally—if you go back to
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1992, this whole mission was billed as a hu-
manitarian mission. And the first time Presi-
dent Bush spoke with me about it, he said
he thought maybe they would be out before
I was inaugurated or by the end of January.
And what we learned from that, of course,
is that at least in the case of Somalia and
many other cases, you can’t have a humani-
tarian mission divorced from the political
problems of the time. The people in Somalia
were starving not because there was no food
that could be given to them, they were starv-
ing because of the political and military con-
flicts consuming the country.

The United States, and then the United
Nations, went in there to give the people of
Somalia a chance not only to save lives, re-
store normalcy, end starvation but to give
them a chance to work out their own prob-
lems in a different way. And I think we have
given them that chance. The American peo-
ple have been very generous with their
money and with their support. We have lost
some of our most precious resources, our
young people, in Somalia because of the na-
ture of the conflict. And I think we have done
our job there and then some. And I feel
very——

Q. But the civil war will resume there.
The President. Well, we don’t know that.

I mean, they still—that’s up to them. But
there’s civil wars in a lot of countries in this
world that we have not made anything like
the effort for we’ve made in Somalia. There’s
a civil war in Sudan; there’s a civil war in
Angola; there were lots of people killed in
Burundi. I mean, that’s just in Africa, never
mind all these other places.

So we have made an extraordinary effort,
the United States has, to help the people of
Somalia. And the leaders there now have a
choice to make. There are still United Na-
tions forces there. They’re still in a position
to guarantee the availability of food and med-
icine and a more humane life. And they will
have to decide whether they care more about
that and care more about their people and
seeing their children healthy, or whether
they want to let the country be consumed
in war again. But they have to take some re-
sponsibility now. The responsibility is shifting
back to the leaders there on the ground. And
they ought to work it out. They ought to pre-

fer the life their people have had the last
14 months or so, 15 months, to what they
had before. But it’s up to them.

Richard Nixon’s Visit to Russia
Q. Mr. President, back on Russia, can you

tell us about your conversation with Mr.
Yeltsin? He seemed to suggest that you
agreed with him on the Nixon visit. Did you
talk with him about this?

The President. Mr. Yeltsin?
Q. Did you talk with him or with anyone?
The President. I don’t believe—I don’t

think Boris Yeltsin and I discussed President
Nixon’s visit. I don’t believe we did. You
know, I talk to him on a fairly regular basis,
but I think the last time we talked we were
talking about Bosnia, and I don’t think we
had a conversation about it.

But I did talk with Richard Nixon, Presi-
dent Nixon, before he went there. And he
raised this prospect of meeting with some
of the opposition leaders. He said he thought
it would be interesting. He wanted to get
a feel for where they were and what kind
of people they were. And again, he said he
was not in the Government of the United
States; he was in a different position. And
I said I had no—he should meet with whom-
ever he wanted and I’d be interested to hear
his reports when he got back.

Q. But you don’t think it’s a diplomatic
insult for Richard Nixon to have seen these
other leaders, opposition leaders?

The President. No, because he’s not in
the Government. You know, he’s not even—
he was over there on a fact-finding mission,
and as I said, Richard Nixon has been ex-
tremely supportive of this administration’s
Russia policy, which has been extremely sup-
portive of President Yeltsin and his objec-
tives. So I think he’s been, in that sense, as
an American citizen and a longtime expert
on that area of the world, he’s been very sup-
portive of the objectives of President Yeltsin,
and I think it should be seen in that light.

Again, I can’t speak to whatever the dy-
namics are in Russian domestic politics at this
time and whether that is having any impact
on President Yeltsin’s decision. I can’t speak
to that. But all I’m saying is that I think that
President Yeltsin should not assume that
Richard Nixon is not friendly toward his ad-
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ministration and toward democracy and to-
ward reform, because quite the contrary, he’s
been a very strong supporter of our policy
for the last year. And I wouldn’t overreact
to the fact that he met with some people
who are in opposition to President Yeltsin.

Thank you.

Whitewater Investigation
Q. Mr. President, what advice do you have

for top aides who are appearing in Federal
court about Whitewater and——

The President. Just the same advice I give
everybody, you know, just tell them what
happened, answer the questions, and go on.
Be very open.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Memorandum on the Earned-
Income Tax Credit
March 9, 1994

Memorandum for All Cabinet Secretaries and
Agency Heads

Subject: Earned Income Tax Credit
Directive

Last year, we fought for, and won, a major
expansion of the earned income tax credit
(EITC) through enactment of the Omnibus
Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993. This
credit will help millions of workers and is
a cornerstone of our effort to reform the wel-
fare system and make work pay.

We must ensure that all workers in Amer-
ica who are eligible to receive the EITC are
made aware of the program and of the ad-
vance payment option. It has been estimated
that approximately 2 million of those eligible
for the EITC miss the opportunity to claim
it because they do not even realize that the
EITC is available to them. Furthermore, less
than 1 percent of those who claimed EITC
in past years took advantage of the advanced
payment option, which would allow some
participants to obtain up to 60 percent of
their credit in their paychecks rather than
waiting until the filing of their tax return to
receive it.

In our own departments and agencies, we
must begin to spread the word about the

EITC and help eligible workers meet the
day-to-day expenses of raising a family by
claiming the advanced EITC. There are hun-
dreds of thousands of workers within the ex-
ecutive branch alone who are potentially eli-
gible for the EITC. Many personnel and pay-
roll offices within your bureaus and agencies
are not aware of the credit, and have not
informed Federal employees about the possi-
bility of obtaining the credit in their pay-
checks under the advance payment option.

You are directed to instruct all bureau
heads, personnel, and payroll office man-
agers in your purview to take measures, in
cooperation with the Department of the
Treasury, the Internal Revenue Service, and
the Office of Personnel Management, to en-
sure that all potentially eligible employees
are informed about the EITC and can claim
it on an advance basis through their pay-
checks.

I also strongly encourage you and your bu-
reau heads to join me over the next several
weeks in incorporating these important
EITC messages into speeches and presen-
tations that you may be making before the
public. Your efforts in your organization will
complement an Administration campaign to
promote the EITC with business leaders,
members of Congress, State and local gov-
ernment leaders, and EITC eligibles.
Through these actions, we hope to markedly
improve the effectiveness of an already suc-
cessful EITC program, rewarding work, and
laying a foundation to end welfare as we
know it.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary but was not
issued as a White House press release.

Remarks on the ‘‘Reemployment Act
of 1994’’
March 9, 1994

Thank you very much, John, for that intro-
duction. Mr. Vice President, Secretary Reich,
thank you for your wonderful work on this
project. Lane Kirkland and Larry Perlman,
thank you for being up here with us and for
representing the American business and
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